Bluestem

COMMUNITY - CONSERVATION - CEMETERY

Friend,

Summertime has arrived at Bluestem with its brilliant blue skies and striking yellow
petals. Its vibrance is tempered this year, however, by record-breaking dry conditions.
We can see and feel the impacts of these long, dry days: purple coneflower blooms
atop shorter stems, dusty clothes after working in the woodlands, at least one great
tree—one of Bluestem’s beloved “Three Sisters”—fading from her regular verdancy to
an ashy gray. Bearing through this harsh and brilliant season alongside these
ecosystems we love, we are reminded of our own fragility and our own resilience.
Together, we learn and we adapt. We keep our water bottles close, we rest in the
shade, we continue caring for the land and for one another — stewarding
regeneration, even as we grieve our losses. Thank you for being a part of this work
with us at Bluestem.
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A special welcome to new Bluestem Families who are receiving this
newsletter for the first time. We are grateful for your loved one's decision to
become a part of this place. Their legacy supports the perpetual care and
protection of this living, generative landscape where pollinators, wildlife, and
people find rest and refuge.

A regenerating gravesite in the grasslands.

VISITING THE CEMETERY

Choosing a simple, natural burial at Bluestem, means your final act
becomes a qift to this land and the wildlife that depend on it. Daily,
from dawn to dusk, Bluestem welcomes family, friends, and visitors
to wander its designated paths and trails, to peer between the new
growth for gravemarkers and stones, to notice a box turtle sunning
on a path, and experience an evolving resilient landscape. Search
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for the GPS coordinates to loved ones’ graves with our online Plot
Finder. This summer, be mindful of poison ivy, bring your own full
water bottle, wear your sunscreen and bug spray, and do a good
tick check when you leave. Bluestem is not only a place of rest but
a very natural landscape and an abundant home to wildlife —

a refugia in a time of dramatic climate change.

Why Bluestem

Annual Faith Leaders Workshop

BLUESTEM AMBASSADORS

While green burial is steadily growing in popularity, natural burial in
conservation areas is still a lesser-known burial option often
clouded in myths and misconceptions. We have found that

a planned event onsite, a guided visit through the nature preserve
or a conversation over Zoom are important places for connecting
and learning together. All of us can be natural burial
ambassadors! Green burial advocates, caregivers, volunteer land
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stewards and tour guides, poets, faith leaders, the family members
and friends of those who rest here, all of us hold a little bit of
Bluestem within us. Thank you for sharing your stories, leading
hikes and bird walks, tabling at outreach events, and bringing your
friends and church groups out for meaningful visits. Interested in a
field trip or bringing a group to Bluestem? We'd love to hear from

yOu.

Community Spaces

Land stewards transplanting bluestem grasses near a gravesite.

STEWARDING THE LAND

Every day on the land we experience the steady, humming work of
nature. From the buzz of pollinators, to the flitting of dragonflies, from
huge grasshoppers jumping between fields, to colorful moths and
butterflies descending on the milkweed. Along with these natural
generators, caring humans actively steward this place, touring
friends, supporting grieving families, tending to bird houses,

and wow, accounting for_155 bird species! Deep in Woodlands 3,
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notice the excellent work of our land stewards expanding the cartway
trail and preparing future sanctuaries. West of the Pond, appreciate
the flagstones set along a stretch of the trail that stabilize this
sensitive area. You might also notice new coverboards, traps, and
cameras -- please do not touch, move or relocate any of these
researching tools as our current Master Naturalist students are
shepherding an important herpetofauna study throughout the
property.

Stewarding Bluestem

HOLDING OUR GRIEF

When we care for nature, nature reciprocates in caring for us. Arrive
at Bluestem however you are — grieving the absence of rain,
mourning the loss of a beloved, or wandering through changes in
your life.

Take comfort in its seasonal shifts. The trees and grasses, while
changing in color, are grounding reminders that you are not alone.
This past season, many Bluestem friends have additionally offered
experiences in slowing down, being in nature and oneness with the
quiet. Special thanks to Tammerie Day, Emily-Kate Hannapel,
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Courtney Reid-Eaton, and Council Steward, Liz Peeples, for their
walking meditations, Being Nature series, and Wild Grief offerings.
Joyful gratitude to Rebekah Foster, Bluestem intern through UNC’s
School of Social Work, who along with her tender care of people,
captured the Spirit of Bluestem in this video experience. Thank you,
Rebekah, best wishes in your continued journeying!

Community Events

Spring ephemerals and ferns emerging in the woodlands.

ADAPTING WITH THE WOODLANDS

As Bluestem grows into its ever-changing landscape, we constantly
learn new ways to balance our conservation mission with our
cemetery operations. Beginning June 30, Bluestem’s
reservation process for woodland burial is changing in order
to better protect our woodland ecosystems. Individuals seeking
to pre-plan for woodland burial can reserve and pay for their burial
right in advance; however, their plot selection will only be made at
the time of need (meaning when a death has just occurred or is
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reasonably expected within a month). This change in process
respects our evolving woodland landscapes and ensures that
graves can be sited according to forest conditions at the time of
burial rather than the day of a plot reservation, which may be years
or decades apart.

Please note that woodland burial plot reservations made prior to
June 30, 2026 are not impacted by this change.

Burial Areas

A Bluestem Goodbye.

PLANNING FOR BURIAL

Our Burial Planning Guide is an excellent resource for those
exploring natural burial at Bluestem. We recommend reviewing it and
planning a visit on your own to explore Bluestem, prior to making any
decisions. When/if you are ready to pursue pre-planning for burial,
complete an interest form online to request an appointment with staff.
All preplanning and at-need arrangements are made with staff and
can take between 1.5 to 2 hours of time. Other informational offerings
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include signing up for a tour with a volunteer guide or tuning in to an
online information session with staff. Thank you for considering
natural burial. We appreciate your interest and look forward to
sharing Bluestem with you!

How it Works

In these hot summer months, experience the quiet beauty of the
Piedmont where field sparrows and goldfinches flit, so many trees
await discovery, and our beloved residents hold the quiet. Find a
poem in the poem box, bring a picnic for a summer sunset and fall in
love with Bluestem.

We hope to see you under the summer skies!

Your Bluestem Stewards,
Katie, Lionel, Jeff and Heidi

Bluestem is a community supported nonprofit dedicated to nourishing
ecological stewardship, community service, and spiritual practice in shared
fellowship. Donations are tax deductible EIN: 86-2188559. We are grateful
for the creative minds and muscle of these important community members:
Carol, Laura, Tom, Karen, James, Jenny, Jackie, Dave, Al, Lynn, Andy R.,
Lionel, Betty, Mel, Noah, Ken, Kristin, Don, Angie, Ben, Michaela, Renee,
Courtney, Anne A., 2 Dorothy Gs, Katie M., RJ, D, Lara, Caleb, Landon,
Allen, Jennifer, Franzi, Seletha, Kathleen, Carl, Beth, Shenae, Ms. Carnetta,
Stan, Meredith, Heather, Rebecca, Annie, Claire, Grace B., Walter, Lee P.,
Lee W., 2 Ann Rs, Erica, Emily, Brenna, Cheko, Dorothy B., Hannah, Caitie,
Andy H. Emily-Kate, Liz, JC, Hannah, Liz, Sarah, Leo, John, Carolyn, Jeff
P., Sunshine, Hunter, Veronica, Sara, Hank, Ann W., Geri, Tom,

Aimee, Kelly, Bill, Dana, Katherine, Kari, Robin, Xaris, Ina, David, Marcia,
Michele, Catherine, Ed, Steven, Jon, KR, Kendall, Mary, Kallyn, Rachel W.,
Rachel C. and Stacey, Nora, Melissa, Laura, Maisie, Edith, Jordan, Jo,
Marie, Lydia, Margot, Steve, Kara, Betsy, Dan, Stan, Elliott, John, Cameron,
Melinda, Sean, Danielle, Laura, Rebekah, Martin, Cameron, David, Cris,
André, Holly, Rich, Sharon, Gaby, Loren, Linda, Jeff P., Margaret, Kim,
Aurora, David, Cynthia and Grace H, Tuck, Marisa, and Monica, Kara,
Priscilla, Holly, Susan, Jennifer, Jacks, Jane, Ace, Bethany, and Donna.
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Bluestem

You are receiving this email because your family member is buried at Bluestem, you
made a donation, or requested more information at bluestemcemetery.orq. If you no
longer wish to receive this newsletter, unsubscribe at the link above. Thank you for your
support.
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