
 

 

  

Friend, 
  
Spring and false-spring temperatures are keeping us on our toes, shedding 
layers and taking them back up as Bluestem makes its transition to a new 
season. Recent weeks have brought much-needed rain and the long-awaited 
multitude of trout lilies that dot the forest floor each spring. We watch and wait 
as Redbud trees and hints of green begin their resurgence. Whether donning 
raincoats or sunscreen, we gather every Friday to care for these changing 
ecosystems. In rain or shine, we accompany the families who lay their loved 
ones to rest in the grasslands or the woods. Amidst grief and loss, we watch 
the buds and new sprouts with a measure of awe. New life abounds. 

  
 

https://u26221465.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.Z3nh2w71PWkruCgrIfZ0lNAapLzO77-2BcYBYViKDr0mYy6lMLW6mAQzWhkOtZS0QSBiWjPXs9gg9qZLZISgp4wA-3D-3DEyuN_cZOCxrlQBqVRJh8R1uvUhfC1NLp9Z8OKfk0G7mv5p-2FAneD4LuAyGTHpMdbEFVsd7lXj3g62n5z0F2qIExMwuUcBm6LBL6DWwa8HOCKLPezTDcqYXHOxBGceH6Znl3CtJNWiIgaL5qqhq4-2BynSnkbp6zSIjGx9B-2FHWCeaxGa5VTyCo54P6UBbpBMwDua167XQAjKEG7B-2FXJKKFp5j3IputN1oaCPVkd-2BMZc5zn5bzn0wHH8i1g7ygxRlh1RH6bhGGYZ6S-2Bt9Md9N2IELinJoOhEtD89mOeyCpsmychprZbPkDjZao3xMGgfsmBz3NDyXBFhYf4WL9-2BvdtYOVzAWHkA-2B4Xu1Vsb2gnr3Xw2kbso1Gb6p3VtrXatgJWnnkDDPGW
https://u26221465.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.Z3nh2w71PWkruCgrIfZ0lNAapLzO77-2BcYBYViKDr0mYy6lMLW6mAQzWhkOtZS0QSBiWjPXs9gg9qZLZISgp4wA-3D-3DUhHx_cZOCxrlQBqVRJh8R1uvUhfC1NLp9Z8OKfk0G7mv5p-2FAneD4LuAyGTHpMdbEFVsd7lXj3g62n5z0F2qIExMwuUcBm6LBL6DWwa8HOCKLPezTDcqYXHOxBGceH6Znl3CtJNWiIgaL5qqhq4-2BynSnkbp6zSIjGx9B-2FHWCeaxGa5VTyCo54P6UBbpBMwDua167XQAjKEG7B-2FXJKKFp5j3IputN1oaCPVkd-2BMZc5zn5bzn0yRQFKaXTBOV1xW22LlamFybK0aM88Gilw1UmtDUwYQTB5kH-2ByzC3FzGtCY4-2FCbak4ljEGikpOX3vClsIa5CDZnbTK-2BkaNRy0ERRrfCcWEJWR8C63xXsxAAVNarrOpMYWrpR-2F9pdkfhUJxr-2F8Zvrr-2Fe


A special welcome to new Bluestem Families who are receiving this newsletter 
for the first time. We are so grateful for your loved one's decision to become a 
part of this place. Their legacy supports the perpetual care and protection of this 
living, generative landscape where pollinators, wildlife, and people can find 
refuge. We hope you gain comfort from Bluestem and from the community that 
cares for it.  

  
 

 

Last year's controlled burn moving across a portion of First Field. 

MANAGING OUR GRASSLANDS  

If you visit Bluestem in the upcoming days and weeks, you may notice some 
changes in the grasslands as we prepare for and conduct our annual 
prescribed burn. Prescribed fire is an ancient and effective strategy for 
revitalizing native grassland habitat. It helps seeds germinate, reduces 
competition from invasive plants, and recycles nutrients into the soils. While 
we wait for weather conditions to be just right, we prepare the fields by 
mowing extra “fire lanes.” These create a barrier between the areas that have 
been intentionally selected for burning and those areas reserved for habitat 
protection. On the day of the burn, Bluestem will be closed to the 
public. Afterwards, families are invited to return to the burned fields where 
gravesites will be more visible, and within a week, fresh, green shoots will 
begin to reappear. Stay tuned to our Instagram and website for closure and 
reopening information. 

https://u26221465.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.Z3nh2w71PWkruCgrIfZ0lNAapLzO77-2BcYBYViKDr0mblnumzdjJhiY7u6elvu6QQZMXR24g-2FR5Oopl7jiTpjeRcrV9nxslTjodyvpmEaFBY-3D3a2b_cZOCxrlQBqVRJh8R1uvUhfC1NLp9Z8OKfk0G7mv5p-2FAneD4LuAyGTHpMdbEFVsd7lXj3g62n5z0F2qIExMwuUcBm6LBL6DWwa8HOCKLPezTDcqYXHOxBGceH6Znl3CtJNWiIgaL5qqhq4-2BynSnkbp6zSIjGx9B-2FHWCeaxGa5VTyCo54P6UBbpBMwDua167XQAjKEG7B-2FXJKKFp5j3IputN1oaCPVkd-2BMZc5zn5bzn0yfpMHafpvPVwKz-2FtXZswX8dGOO8UzqI81-2BRC8RanhPTTHcn17vn04ZYYym-2FfqyaPloE-2BvfJGke5g78P2OgQ6NSXdUHnb9vyoc01TRN57NwPiu-2FhaAk0CE2hxk-2FcpFX5INyMgrCpZYCn58GkRFjmj49
https://u26221465.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.Z3nh2w71PWkruCgrIfZ0lP6IfuTgOIxVvuud7NW-2B52CpkoNiftknZMyWChSHo2z0Xno4xECbLwOg0WlRMzb5VgvlOHz64eSKRRY3opBFw2s-3Dn5cD_cZOCxrlQBqVRJh8R1uvUhfC1NLp9Z8OKfk0G7mv5p-2FAneD4LuAyGTHpMdbEFVsd7lXj3g62n5z0F2qIExMwuUcBm6LBL6DWwa8HOCKLPezTDcqYXHOxBGceH6Znl3CtJNWiIgaL5qqhq4-2BynSnkbp6zSIjGx9B-2FHWCeaxGa5VTyCo54P6UBbpBMwDua167XQAjKEG7B-2FXJKKFp5j3IputN1oaCPVkd-2BMZc5zn5bzn0wkGHGM0kt7vBHM3rxxhVl8m3iO09nvh0OMvos8EZPeunsTnGkUuvbtPxgKKIPbhBLg1ODpYy0SbwInpF1xgZc7K7Ti3wSB8AmH3ETTrVtIc1-2FkBu1AC5qs7oIdIWwUZE1xOJVYAZ1nixAGI0ZJ723a
https://u26221465.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.Z3nh2w71PWkruCgrIfZ0lNAapLzO77-2BcYBYViKDr0mYy6lMLW6mAQzWhkOtZS0QSBiWjPXs9gg9qZLZISgp4wA-3D-3D-Ba__cZOCxrlQBqVRJh8R1uvUhfC1NLp9Z8OKfk0G7mv5p-2FAneD4LuAyGTHpMdbEFVsd7lXj3g62n5z0F2qIExMwuUcBm6LBL6DWwa8HOCKLPezTDcqYXHOxBGceH6Znl3CtJNWiIgaL5qqhq4-2BynSnkbp6zSIjGx9B-2FHWCeaxGa5VTyCo54P6UBbpBMwDua167XQAjKEG7B-2FXJKKFp5j3IputN1oaCPVkd-2BMZc5zn5bzn0yfAuiDYnEj993fyVyAO35JNuF9yrgflvFd3rRDOn7y67nBMTINPElFoY8kXu9N4kcw-2B6XEeV5M6vbuWYil5epmjZNrkNeP6k-2F7U-2FsDIu-2BvYcb6wbhGAAP6nY5ULaCyHRfMXb1-2BYm3JTbVMTtpEdvMT


Prescribed Fire at Bluestem  

  
 

 

Burial crew training for new volunteers.  

BURIAL AT BLUESTEM  

At each Bluestem burial service, families are supported not only by peaceful, 
waving grasses and stately, twisting trees, but also by a discreet team of 
Bluestem staff and trained volunteers. Burial crew volunteers stand at the 
ready in many ways: lending an arm to someone navigating the woodland 
trails, offering a golf cart ride, shoveling to complete the closing of a grave, or 
quietly witnessing the sacred act of a family's final farewell. Burial crew 
service is a deeply meaningful way we come together to support grieving 
families. Interested in serving on a burial crew? Join us for our next burial 
crew training on March 27th. 
  
Interested in making arrangements for burial? Check out our newly 
updated Bluestem Burial Guide here, and complete an interest form to 
request more information or an appointment with staff. 

 Join the Burial Crew  

https://u26221465.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.Z3nh2w71PWkruCgrIfZ0lNAapLzO77-2BcYBYViKDr0maBGQplO10pq-2FyzOb-2B5w4MT0imCit2wjWXTxy1aJSDLz20gh8b0dclUYoV-2BwgkPhCqoefQ6VzAKfDxbE62foBklw63Q_cZOCxrlQBqVRJh8R1uvUhfC1NLp9Z8OKfk0G7mv5p-2FAneD4LuAyGTHpMdbEFVsd7lXj3g62n5z0F2qIExMwuUcBm6LBL6DWwa8HOCKLPezTDcqYXHOxBGceH6Znl3CtJNWiIgaL5qqhq4-2BynSnkbp6zSIjGx9B-2FHWCeaxGa5VTyCo54P6UBbpBMwDua167XQAjKEG7B-2FXJKKFp5j3IputN1oaCPVkd-2BMZc5zn5bzn0ydLbHKegk9Jnyb52TxP9JfuMPHSTdizAqiZ0M5452QlrHojiCSOBwZIl1XdLI3Io6k7lMzIQ3uqZ0M2pEioyZuQVAnwAPjkP6CMy0Esls3AbNC3pxwr6Ye5XjQTSG-2Fi-2FyUbllYzEiNWIhB8o7gWZZZ
https://u26221465.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.Z3nh2w71PWkruCgrIfZ0lNAapLzO77-2BcYBYViKDr0maeib89iZy1h-2BxplpSTmSfnYKhjK-2FYiY547hsKmux6ltZ24H6ypH3a1JetQXYGLy4N0fKPVdTIpt8d7BmqNHHIAzSy__cZOCxrlQBqVRJh8R1uvUhfC1NLp9Z8OKfk0G7mv5p-2FAneD4LuAyGTHpMdbEFVsd7lXj3g62n5z0F2qIExMwuUcBm6LBL6DWwa8HOCKLPezTDcqYXHOxBGceH6Znl3CtJNWiIgaL5qqhq4-2BynSnkbp6zSIjGx9B-2FHWCeaxGa5VTyCo54P6UBbpBMwDua167XQAjKEG7B-2FXJKKFp5j3IputN1oaCPVkd-2BMZc5zn5bzn0yynJzHSKu6TPpAcGMyduZdRcNv1xwYXbZjwfiKt364GXDvPtggwg97weNEqm4KyZN4kKUBnczSfgPleNqo5bvJ5qgxnY2D3cAlJ96ZZfPOKPmiawo9gvwqnAO7pKyo-2FmDHww9cUk5SHJIPLruNl1N4
https://u26221465.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.Z3nh2w71PWkruCgrIfZ0lLQYIFm-2FBU6N-2FHYpy0C1QavA-2Btpn6GQQWWi4uNHQa9BopWbRC2gfyvmFNRoR4JDiJ9-2FxwGqcQ1hBdApuXL-2Bkcen9czl2KtcOZm2sFpEfMgqhnnfoWC7XVb740wnQqroUp-2FvrMsWZNxFVwHj56Y8rhEs-3DLJbN_cZOCxrlQBqVRJh8R1uvUhfC1NLp9Z8OKfk0G7mv5p-2FAneD4LuAyGTHpMdbEFVsd7lXj3g62n5z0F2qIExMwuUcBm6LBL6DWwa8HOCKLPezTDcqYXHOxBGceH6Znl3CtJNWiIgaL5qqhq4-2BynSnkbp6zSIjGx9B-2FHWCeaxGa5VTyCo54P6UBbpBMwDua167XQAjKEG7B-2FXJKKFp5j3IputN1oaCPVkd-2BMZc5zn5bzn0wTz6EkqglHcsjv08pQvtmEHKCmbUUWJD8EcnuwZETkyUL8-2FGZi1Zksu2fG4jgrOzC7GESgKfx26g3DUkBe4rv-2B0bZ4k2zesWd5sNvBovtzXFN6W1F6Gtmms-2F0vasj-2FQw3G4Dmo-2F094ZWxBPtMpgacs
https://u26221465.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.Z3nh2w71PWkruCgrIfZ0lLQYIFm-2FBU6N-2FHYpy0C1QavA-2Btpn6GQQWWi4uNHQa9BopWbRC2gfyvmFNRoR4JDiJ9-2FxwGqcQ1hBdApuXL-2Bkcen9czl2KtcOZm2sFpEfMgqhnnfoWC7XVb740wnQqroUp-2FvrMsWZNxFVwHj56Y8rhEs-3DLJbN_cZOCxrlQBqVRJh8R1uvUhfC1NLp9Z8OKfk0G7mv5p-2FAneD4LuAyGTHpMdbEFVsd7lXj3g62n5z0F2qIExMwuUcBm6LBL6DWwa8HOCKLPezTDcqYXHOxBGceH6Znl3CtJNWiIgaL5qqhq4-2BynSnkbp6zSIjGx9B-2FHWCeaxGa5VTyCo54P6UBbpBMwDua167XQAjKEG7B-2FXJKKFp5j3IputN1oaCPVkd-2BMZc5zn5bzn0wTz6EkqglHcsjv08pQvtmEHKCmbUUWJD8EcnuwZETkyUL8-2FGZi1Zksu2fG4jgrOzC7GESgKfx26g3DUkBe4rv-2B0bZ4k2zesWd5sNvBovtzXFN6W1F6Gtmms-2F0vasj-2FQw3G4Dmo-2F094ZWxBPtMpgacs
https://u26221465.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.Z3nh2w71PWkruCgrIfZ0lNAapLzO77-2BcYBYViKDr0maevrLSCedoyvYXuziRQ7yKV0QozmbOuzWHD-2B6tp4ZehoBIz0xLAjPucmLEwrwdXm-2F58QxJzCh-2Bu7lcV88c5nzaO-2FppVHNyT7tvkUgYIe-2BimxON9Bs7-2FDMxTUJH5mjuEII-3DnWch_cZOCxrlQBqVRJh8R1uvUhfC1NLp9Z8OKfk0G7mv5p-2FAneD4LuAyGTHpMdbEFVsd7lXj3g62n5z0F2qIExMwuUcBm6LBL6DWwa8HOCKLPezTDcqYXHOxBGceH6Znl3CtJNWiIgaL5qqhq4-2BynSnkbp6zSIjGx9B-2FHWCeaxGa5VTyCo54P6UBbpBMwDua167XQAjKEG7B-2FXJKKFp5j3IputN1oaCPVkd-2BMZc5zn5bzn0xKRSQ668sSZzAWy0ax1ngQSBS-2Byc0dZIKHvecqDY-2BR8wzlnFPSA9rz7vz4WCcRUlDRby4EeUvDWQxtRkEt5sQGqR5NBYqpUMp-2F-2FRI0zuLGYREcGNy2GpxKcXCWi6ktekIh919GCLw3IZhYqGYiI-2Fec
https://u26221465.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.Z3nh2w71PWkruCgrIfZ0lNqDwSfzml-2Ff4Rd-2BWRoUCov5dwmc3g-2F-2FvVBXCAzefzQGCW2D1in84Hu1I8Gkk7Df1D2ITmBCCXqg6c2Susz4wIU-3DXfy6_cZOCxrlQBqVRJh8R1uvUhfC1NLp9Z8OKfk0G7mv5p-2FAneD4LuAyGTHpMdbEFVsd7lXj3g62n5z0F2qIExMwuUcBm6LBL6DWwa8HOCKLPezTDcqYXHOxBGceH6Znl3CtJNWiIgaL5qqhq4-2BynSnkbp6zSIjGx9B-2FHWCeaxGa5VTyCo54P6UBbpBMwDua167XQAjKEG7B-2FXJKKFp5j3IputN1oaCPVkd-2BMZc5zn5bzn0yCEvusTnmVFhQMLf4HJKqlWgouKGT1mlMIN-2F3F2gUS7OmsLljP8wQ5Wx9xpIOw5PMxOOI-2BgYMX-2Fez2wblEqWEN3ftEY2X7MRLKXMJvxEzAbKLSw4oN4eNxEhGDnRWX2heKdVQVSh70RLMeRJqi7yrM
https://u26221465.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.Z3nh2w71PWkruCgrIfZ0lLQYIFm-2FBU6N-2FHYpy0C1QavA-2Btpn6GQQWWi4uNHQa9BopWbRC2gfyvmFNRoR4JDiJ9-2FxwGqcQ1hBdApuXL-2Bkcen9czl2KtcOZm2sFpEfMgqhnnfoWC7XVb740wnQqroUp-2FvrMsWZNxFVwHj56Y8rhEs-3DSndQ_cZOCxrlQBqVRJh8R1uvUhfC1NLp9Z8OKfk0G7mv5p-2FAneD4LuAyGTHpMdbEFVsd7lXj3g62n5z0F2qIExMwuUcBm6LBL6DWwa8HOCKLPezTDcqYXHOxBGceH6Znl3CtJNWiIgaL5qqhq4-2BynSnkbp6zSIjGx9B-2FHWCeaxGa5VTyCo54P6UBbpBMwDua167XQAjKEG7B-2FXJKKFp5j3IputN1oaCPVkd-2BMZc5zn5bzn0yg8pGDVvVqR4NS6yZSheonAVf10Ewi-2BjgedV8n-2FLo8JFk1kn0uudYCTFGmOJ3VA-2FnQ83j0nG3Y49BzENAf7LBJFncsKIwrSFKrrGXUWc72esKXDGw8qpabt8NwK9cB5raFVfGUMCm-2Bf1S7qtc7ATWH
https://u26221465.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.Z3nh2w71PWkruCgrIfZ0lNAapLzO77-2BcYBYViKDr0mYy6lMLW6mAQzWhkOtZS0QSBiWjPXs9gg9qZLZISgp4wA-3D-3D9kz3_cZOCxrlQBqVRJh8R1uvUhfC1NLp9Z8OKfk0G7mv5p-2FAneD4LuAyGTHpMdbEFVsd7lXj3g62n5z0F2qIExMwuUcBm6LBL6DWwa8HOCKLPezTDcqYXHOxBGceH6Znl3CtJNWiIgaL5qqhq4-2BynSnkbp6zSIjGx9B-2FHWCeaxGa5VTyCo54P6UBbpBMwDua167XQAjKEG7B-2FXJKKFp5j3IputN1oaCPVkd-2BMZc5zn5bzn0zFX5LRDkLgPSz31mQUj2FLXwJDA5OpD-2FMWsx-2FQeTvJsBj2uS1nmxgnWsUGrERR3so2Pfj2aCsbinh6gsxyAAdxGnJic43gjnjnwKHiY4moRxgN56A1WruzHdFf6jCKkiso5ArgSpnm8tvH2RScQfx1


  
 

 

Even in snow, Bluestem's landscape regenerates.  

REMEMBERING AT BLUESTEM 

 Over the winter, we welcomed more families and watched as residents’ graves 
settled into the earth. In the fields, dying grasses and wildflower stalks toppled 
over graves, and in the woods, fallen leaves concealed grave mounds and 
gravestones. Each resident’s choice of returning simply to the earth contributing 
to the restoration of this resilient landscape. A reminder that Bluestem does 
not permit any planting on graves nor manicuring of gravesites. However, 
we do invite family and friends to join us in planting around the property 
every year - come remember your loved one at our Family Planting Day on 
Friday, April 24th. We'll be planting new native species in memory of all those 
buried here and provide all the tools for working together. Can’t make it? Feel 
welcome to make a gift in your loved one's name as every Bluestem resident 
will be recognized at this important event.  

Join us for Family Planting Day  

  
 

https://u26221465.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.Z3nh2w71PWkruCgrIfZ0lNAapLzO77-2BcYBYViKDr0mavyWKa4ZUDm3kLjW32-2Fcjusx-2BLVKnkfEBVl-2FfzikIrIbtbkM-2BQTDC3FDFVAmk4aBJTrpicM-2Beo3bAU53gRNhnqIjKc_cZOCxrlQBqVRJh8R1uvUhfC1NLp9Z8OKfk0G7mv5p-2FAneD4LuAyGTHpMdbEFVsd7lXj3g62n5z0F2qIExMwuUcBm6LBL6DWwa8HOCKLPezTDcqYXHOxBGceH6Znl3CtJNWiIgaL5qqhq4-2BynSnkbp6zSIjGx9B-2FHWCeaxGa5VTyCo54P6UBbpBMwDua167XQAjKEG7B-2FXJKKFp5j3IputN1oaCPVkd-2BMZc5zn5bzn0xFvYyzvbJF6zfR9AvbZ48igQAx3BhnRQIqMbXtqN0dHPpXc0pNufHN79cvFYYUPKt5CBahynWfVFZ9-2FYjx-2BZWnZxj5Ihcb-2BBgdK6dKbSXdzoAfNAIP50LL-2FyTOQ1-2F-2BVKBLpzH4TszpHRvyqp-2FYtJ5E
https://u26221465.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.Z3nh2w71PWkruCgrIfZ0lNAapLzO77-2BcYBYViKDr0mavyWKa4ZUDm3kLjW32-2Fcjusx-2BLVKnkfEBVl-2FfzikIrIbtbkM-2BQTDC3FDFVAmk4aBJTrpicM-2Beo3bAU53gRNhnqIjKc_cZOCxrlQBqVRJh8R1uvUhfC1NLp9Z8OKfk0G7mv5p-2FAneD4LuAyGTHpMdbEFVsd7lXj3g62n5z0F2qIExMwuUcBm6LBL6DWwa8HOCKLPezTDcqYXHOxBGceH6Znl3CtJNWiIgaL5qqhq4-2BynSnkbp6zSIjGx9B-2FHWCeaxGa5VTyCo54P6UBbpBMwDua167XQAjKEG7B-2FXJKKFp5j3IputN1oaCPVkd-2BMZc5zn5bzn0xFvYyzvbJF6zfR9AvbZ48igQAx3BhnRQIqMbXtqN0dHPpXc0pNufHN79cvFYYUPKt5CBahynWfVFZ9-2FYjx-2BZWnZxj5Ihcb-2BBgdK6dKbSXdzoAfNAIP50LL-2FyTOQ1-2F-2BVKBLpzH4TszpHRvyqp-2FYtJ5E
https://u26221465.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.Z3nh2w71PWkruCgrIfZ0lHwnhiPOtdyls2ud6CO9vHUNDwuXaGn9nbl5kQkUofIv3Lptkg1WhA0VUbtmcJW4og-3D-3Db9vj_cZOCxrlQBqVRJh8R1uvUhfC1NLp9Z8OKfk0G7mv5p-2FAneD4LuAyGTHpMdbEFVsd7lXj3g62n5z0F2qIExMwuUcBm6LBL6DWwa8HOCKLPezTDcqYXHOxBGceH6Znl3CtJNWiIgaL5qqhq4-2BynSnkbp6zSIjGx9B-2FHWCeaxGa5VTyCo54P6UBbpBMwDua167XQAjKEG7B-2FXJKKFp5j3IputN1oaCPVkd-2BMZc5zn5bzn0z15yR-2BjFJ0AsXB4QfUBf9RaHRT5jc9HjxgKSjB2i5RvTe0JMRtjGcCyse4ntBnd8C-2BI29EPAAyBPTXG2pO1vOhLbypAa7lB4PbjaN4-2FSWCh6EI-2FTzLloYHIyh4Bqp-2Bv6AD1U3na5UvbDeaK4IlL61D
https://u26221465.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.Z3nh2w71PWkruCgrIfZ0lNAapLzO77-2BcYBYViKDr0mYFfgHSsQ6SCGjSQQvbQlkmiqbOD0XEDVLLm-2B-2BiFQsuu4IHeC8FY5jiBw341M-2Bgi2o-3DS7NH_cZOCxrlQBqVRJh8R1uvUhfC1NLp9Z8OKfk0G7mv5p-2FAneD4LuAyGTHpMdbEFVsd7lXj3g62n5z0F2qIExMwuUcBm6LBL6DWwa8HOCKLPezTDcqYXHOxBGceH6Znl3CtJNWiIgaL5qqhq4-2BynSnkbp6zSIjGx9B-2FHWCeaxGa5VTyCo54P6UBbpBMwDua167XQAjKEG7B-2FXJKKFp5j3IputN1oaCPVkd-2BMZc5zn5bzn0yu-2Fa9nGPoaYWEqsDau6W1DHFjh9oj2XSj6Tv7TFEztjDm9jOPAx7pDU0rMb6r6DpzpJKLWoVergML33qb-2BrnKy8jrPsLU008f2era-2F7BpwLVKrQkBDme3tygzESAo9rnQuGXCb94X8jT3AcqcE0I0q
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Taking a break from invasives removal!  

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT  

Land stewards, tour guides, hike leaders, and Amabassador volunteers are 
constantly sharing their learnings at Bluestem, each and every one contributing 
to community conservation. This past year, NC Master Naturalist students Carol 
Klein and Kelly Wooten dedicated countless hours to tracking, recording, and 
researching the primary invasive plants at Bluestem. Check out the helpful 
definitions and abatement strategies they developed, that are now posted in the 
barn. Thank you, Carol and Kelly, for all your leadership and guidance toward 
educating us about balanced ecosystems! 
  
Care to make a difference on the land and in the good company of 
others? Join us for a volunteer workday to help tackle these kinds of projects 
and more.  

Volunteer at Bluestem  
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https://u26221465.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.Z3nh2w71PWkruCgrIfZ0lNAapLzO77-2BcYBYViKDr0mYy6lMLW6mAQzWhkOtZS0QSBiWjPXs9gg9qZLZISgp4wA-3D-3D8MYy_cZOCxrlQBqVRJh8R1uvUhfC1NLp9Z8OKfk0G7mv5p-2FAneD4LuAyGTHpMdbEFVsd7lXj3g62n5z0F2qIExMwuUcBm6LBL6DWwa8HOCKLPezTDcqYXHOxBGceH6Znl3CtJNWiIgaL5qqhq4-2BynSnkbp6zSIjGx9B-2FHWCeaxGa5VTyCo54P6UBbpBMwDua167XQAjKEG7B-2FXJKKFp5j3IputN1oaCPVkd-2BMZc5zn5bzn0wKgQaZy01MlUnCsQWMPj89kKoZiWV4LyeH-2FlZqPNXOl-2B4HshY1sl56rXHiv1sdZ2iu16utP6egsbKyCYosiVr-2F8nj5yfqkk9cbPdZcK7tw056oglcMhYh7bv0WtvnNUUCczJZ5KXyBW1QHAoZB2u1H


 

A monarch visits the summer blooms. 

BUTTERFLIES AT BLUESTEM 

This month, the Carolinas Butterfly Monitoring Program begins another 
monitoring season, and we’re so glad that Bluestem’s pollinator-friendly fields 
can support this important work. Say hello to Jeff Pippen and fellow scientists 
if you see them out walking their survey routes at Bluestem. Or, contact Jeff 
directly if you’d like to adopt a surveying route yourself! Butterfly surveying 
takes place weekly from March to November across both North and South 
Carolina, and provides important data to researchers who evaluate insect 
populations and the health of habitats in our region. Thank you, Butterflies, for 
your pollinating work, and thank you, Jeff & Team, for your important 
documentation!  

Carolinas Butterfly Monitoring  
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Bluestem grasses store carbon below ground.  

CONSIDERING CLIMATE CHANGE 

At Bluestem, deep roots stabilize soil, healthy forests withstand storms, and 
these restored landscapes store carbon and provide wildlife refuge for 
generations to come. In the face of our changing climate, where summers burn 
hotter, ticks arrive sooner, and once-in-a-lifetime weather events don’t seem so 
rare, resilient landscapes like those at Bluestem are important climate change 
refugia for humans and wildlife alike. During the month of April — “Earth Month” 
— follow along as we participate in the Hillsborough Climate Challenge and 
consider the climate benefits of simply returning our bodies to the earth in a 
conservation cemetery. Choosing Bluestem not only reduces wasteful funerary 
practices, but ensures the perpetual protection of resilient ecosystems, making 
natural burial a deeply meaningful final act of care for the planet.  

Conservation at Bluestem  

  
 

Our mantra, where nature is enough is posted on the wall in the barn and read 
by visitors every day. It serves as our reminder too, that this place we love and 
attend to is a special place for every new family member. We work hard to hold 
the quiet at Bluestem for our families, for the wildlife, and for ourselves. 
  

https://u26221465.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.Z3nh2w71PWkruCgrIfZ0lNieVShtvwQMHUNCBde-2F0CMmLujXZ9tB9nAmRBKhB9MW7r9iz31rEHJAdRqrZjuPEd-2FGvQgz5tT4XWLtFDHuyjIWyJnUhAgSvEsZEGiAqJHnUSTB_cZOCxrlQBqVRJh8R1uvUhfC1NLp9Z8OKfk0G7mv5p-2FAneD4LuAyGTHpMdbEFVsd7lXj3g62n5z0F2qIExMwuUcBm6LBL6DWwa8HOCKLPezTDcqYXHOxBGceH6Znl3CtJNWiIgaL5qqhq4-2BynSnkbp6zSIjGx9B-2FHWCeaxGa5VTyCo54P6UBbpBMwDua167XQAjKEG7B-2FXJKKFp5j3IputN1oaCPVkd-2BMZc5zn5bzn0y3maaj5z5oJp7okHYFH-2Bi-2Bfd1kySGp7li0MIZJYb5iOHcXbjNXLOmUCUlChl79YWlu4zXgWTXIHvwDBQR5gWv-2FNy9BsEa6SipjksmnAJw1JVvAWGB2SA5uuG-2F8FvvAYAuhmpqwPbNaC8phRdjKKd-2BW
https://u26221465.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.Z3nh2w71PWkruCgrIfZ0lNieVShtvwQMHUNCBde-2F0CMmLujXZ9tB9nAmRBKhB9MW7r9iz31rEHJAdRqrZjuPEd-2FGvQgz5tT4XWLtFDHuyjIWyJnUhAgSvEsZEGiAqJHnUSTB_cZOCxrlQBqVRJh8R1uvUhfC1NLp9Z8OKfk0G7mv5p-2FAneD4LuAyGTHpMdbEFVsd7lXj3g62n5z0F2qIExMwuUcBm6LBL6DWwa8HOCKLPezTDcqYXHOxBGceH6Znl3CtJNWiIgaL5qqhq4-2BynSnkbp6zSIjGx9B-2FHWCeaxGa5VTyCo54P6UBbpBMwDua167XQAjKEG7B-2FXJKKFp5j3IputN1oaCPVkd-2BMZc5zn5bzn0y3maaj5z5oJp7okHYFH-2Bi-2Bfd1kySGp7li0MIZJYb5iOHcXbjNXLOmUCUlChl79YWlu4zXgWTXIHvwDBQR5gWv-2FNy9BsEa6SipjksmnAJw1JVvAWGB2SA5uuG-2F8FvvAYAuhmpqwPbNaC8phRdjKKd-2BW
https://u26221465.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.Z3nh2w71PWkruCgrIfZ0lOt1WhL9WpFsa9oP0nzBPkP7vbUzx2RzBItDzTv0jmaQFLug-2B6K24UNWJ1X268P9NgIyYL6i-2BgjBgXMTDqwsEHmWzbjIO-2Brx8w8GsuQ8Nqf4DuirC2G8iTDNT-2FUmX8TrPw5HGvY2sRWp-2Bgiu7Cc22z2mkvZUeatLr6ryjniu7W5aZ3UK9A1ZSIIf-2FedDXpbvH2NYbmFIUIuuYtSWZN5fa2bbGUiTaPUNsQDFOEAouJOfmtVWAgVlv9v-2FZZ5W96nbWXXfkYK2v2tHxJWcGLHx-2BdLZiwmspcWeUfdXPmhvtKDsVP8KSdJC58Pp83EBRZgY38-2BrUeapYcXMfLr3gN7wJIniK7zc2HjshBXknb912ks8DtyaUxstdI-2FFp188cwmLWg95q-2Fwmzj6T3uFYlE-2BwMGPrIWgZ-2BFrR3IaCc3lsfLiCmKo2CQI6swGZSmynlHOStp8FtcVIRsFFfc7Wt0ld-2BOLRRaralz2OtRX5UYspViWb5D4SpiG3XS7lCf0bhkcGBG3NOIOJIB94faZadK2idBqnSOYpYmfnT6YuCmUYEjEN-2BnZAKCRmNak7kSumduYW7g-2BXKh2DNcKVOwjBPjbG8R11xEwEBACFqo54EcCjCm-2B6vCXK55DeB6LLYAP9-2Bd7dRQ-3D-3D8EI9_cZOCxrlQBqVRJh8R1uvUhfC1NLp9Z8OKfk0G7mv5p-2FAneD4LuAyGTHpMdbEFVsd7lXj3g62n5z0F2qIExMwuUcBm6LBL6DWwa8HOCKLPezTDcqYXHOxBGceH6Znl3CtJNWiIgaL5qqhq4-2BynSnkbp6zSIjGx9B-2FHWCeaxGa5VTyCo54P6UBbpBMwDua167XQAjKEG7B-2FXJKKFp5j3IputN1oaCPVkd-2BMZc5zn5bzn0zNHm833SPPpeWeZzmKWYyWsYK3uKb45SDnuaPhL4oay4FiuM2pIdJe4HVkJ6oGxxqDgHej26r1sjGAM4Hk1MbjyXqxzGSltV4bkG9frQ4iWwUR-2FdWE-2BDXCX8nGT3EGTcE4XjtGtW8XX6dRAqgay7I0
https://u26221465.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.Z3nh2w71PWkruCgrIfZ0lNAapLzO77-2BcYBYViKDr0mantTbwz6Z9dPSh8rjD4mmP2Qsd8GhSXzbWGZUlHxeWnlvS35gdQ6SGQpRdm2oRveE-3DXqV8_cZOCxrlQBqVRJh8R1uvUhfC1NLp9Z8OKfk0G7mv5p-2FAneD4LuAyGTHpMdbEFVsd7lXj3g62n5z0F2qIExMwuUcBm6LBL6DWwa8HOCKLPezTDcqYXHOxBGceH6Znl3CtJNWiIgaL5qqhq4-2BynSnkbp6zSIjGx9B-2FHWCeaxGa5VTyCo54P6UBbpBMwDua167XQAjKEG7B-2FXJKKFp5j3IputN1oaCPVkd-2BMZc5zn5bzn0wkeoGafDKSY3PO1kn-2F65pZbDUTvgUGbE19RWJ-2FCOs6YavZgPbDfxlQRq3rqXud9cy7HLZUffqNjiC45epUw7aRpqAmyv99VffWuNO12WXpBKmnEUPuOFooW5mtiQCxr3YLaqtT21Hc2V-2Fvrf9I8QcU
https://u26221465.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.Z3nh2w71PWkruCgrIfZ0lNAapLzO77-2BcYBYViKDr0mYy6lMLW6mAQzWhkOtZS0QSBiWjPXs9gg9qZLZISgp4wA-3D-3D5qDb_cZOCxrlQBqVRJh8R1uvUhfC1NLp9Z8OKfk0G7mv5p-2FAneD4LuAyGTHpMdbEFVsd7lXj3g62n5z0F2qIExMwuUcBm6LBL6DWwa8HOCKLPezTDcqYXHOxBGceH6Znl3CtJNWiIgaL5qqhq4-2BynSnkbp6zSIjGx9B-2FHWCeaxGa5VTyCo54P6UBbpBMwDua167XQAjKEG7B-2FXJKKFp5j3IputN1oaCPVkd-2BMZc5zn5bzn0zoSjPTZz64YuqGZsncje3AHpa-2ByBnHkrrhHnuhtKj4P5mseJuDqNd7bq5DKvbujT1Zx15Rk8XFPpHik7APjiiPv-2B6kdRXg-2BOdd9DEK7SLiCRnQkqkWT-2BPQ7WpzO1Z5C5HN4QhZG4izw29PVslg06Al


Occasionally, when you visit, you may find a gathering of a private group or a 
community offering in full swing. Bookmark our Events at Bluestem page for 
periodic hikes, birdwalks, meditations and more, led by Bluestem staff, 
volunteers, and community members. Please get in touch if you have a group 
program or gathering you’d like to bring out our way.  
  
And don't miss our Moon Walk on March 31st. our Workshop for Faith Leaders 
on May 1st, or the opportunity to watch the wildflowers emerge again this 
spring. 
  
We look forward to seeing you!   
  
Your Bluestem Stewards,  
Katie, Lionel, Jeff and Heidi    

  
 

Bluestem is a community supported nonprofit dedicated to nourishing ecological 
stewardship, community service, and spiritual practice in shared fellowship. 
Donations are tax deductible EIN: 86-2188559. We are grateful for the creative 
minds and muscle of these important community members:  
Carol, Laura, Tom, Karen, James, Jenny, Jackie, Dave, Al, Lynn, Andy R., 
Lionel, Betty, Mel, Noah, Ken, Kristin, Don, Angie, Ben, Michaela, Renee, 
Courtney, Anne A., 2 Dorothy Gs, Katie M., RJ, D, Lara, Caleb, Landon, Allen, 
Jennifer, Franzi, Seletha, Kathleen, Carl, Beth, Shenae, Ms. Carnetta, 
Stan, Meredith, Heather, Rebecca, Annie, Claire, Grace B., Walter, Lee P., Lee 
W., 2 Ann Rs, Erica, Emily, Brenna, Cheko, Dorothy B., Hannah, Caitie, Andy 
H. Emily-Kate, Liz, JC, Hannah, Liz, Sarah, Leo, John, Carolyn, Jeff P., 
Sunshine, Hunter, Veronica, Sara, Hank, Ann W., Geri, Tom, Aimee, Kelly, Bill, 
Dana, Katherine, Kari, Robin, Xaris, Ina, David, Marcia, Michele, Catherine, Ed, 
Steven, Jon, KR, Kendall, Mary, Kallyn, Rachel W., Rachel C. and Stacey, 
Nora, Melissa, Laura, Maisie, Edith, Jordan, Jo, Marie, Lydia, Margot, Steve, 
Kara, Betsy, Dan, Stan, Elliott, John, Cameron, Melinda, Sean, Danielle, Laura, 
Rebekah, Martin, Cameron, David, Cris, André, Holly, Rich, Sharon, Gaby, 
Loren, Linda, Jeff P., Margaret, Kim, Aurora, David, Cynthia and Grace H, Tuck, 
Marisa, and Monica, Kara, Priscilla, Holly, Susan, Jennifer, Jacks, Jane, Ace 
and Bethany.  
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Our Contact Information 
Bluestem Community NC 
1900 Hurdle Mills Road 
Cedar Grove, NC 27231 
(919) 451-9236 
http://bluestemcemetery.org 
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You are receiving this email because you made a donation to Bluestem or 
requested more information at bluestemcemetery.org. Thank you for your 

support.  
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