
Conservation burial supports healthy soil at Bluestem

Soil is alive, complex and nourishing. Fifty-nine percent of all species live there — making it the 
most biodiverse habitat on the planet! 

The top part of the soil is the necrosphere — a layer where living organisms turn leaves, 
sticks and dead plants and animals into soil. When a person is buried at Bluestem, 
they become a part of this cycle, supplying nutrients to the ecosystem and adding 
carbon to the land. 

The necrosphere is home to beings such as beetles, worms, millipedes, 
rolypolies* and microbes, which include fungi like mushrooms and mold.

Natural burial returns our bodies to the soil

Burial at Bluestem supports natural decomposition that improves 
soil health, reduces water contamination risk and supports a 
thriving plant and animal community.  

Graves are situated within the necrosphere, about 3 feet deep, 
which also complies with state law. To aid decomposition, we lay 
grasses, leaves and branches in the bottom of each grave. 
 
After we close a grassland grave, family and friends plant native 
grass and wildflower seeds that begin germinating after a few 
weeks. In the woodlands, native groundcovers and ephemerals like 
trout lilies come along seasonally.  

It takes between 2 and 5 years for the soil to settle and subside as 
new growth emerges.  

Since only biodegradable materials are used and embalming is not 
allowed, the natural breakdown of the body begins quickly. 
 
The ashes that remain after cremation or aquamation are highly 
alkaline and contain a lot of salt, which can harm plant growth. 
Bluestem adds an amending soil material to make them friendlier 
to the necrosphere.
 
 
 
 

Learn more about natural burial in a conservation  
cemetery at bluestemcemetery.org

“The death of an organism is the beginning of countless others…  
there is no end to life, just a constantly shifting substrate.”

																										                           

											           — Field Mycologist Guiliana Furci 

Detritivores like the burying beetle (Nicrophorus) are 
tiny garbage crews who eat plant, insect and animal 
matter — some can remove harmful contaminants!

Decomposers like the eastern subterranean termite 
(Reticulitermes flavipes) break organic matter into its 
basic parts such as water, carbon dioxide and nitrogen.

*Rolypolies or doodle bugs (Armadillidium vulgare) aren’t native to North America — they were 
introduced by humans and thrived in our ecosystem, so now they are considered “naturalized”.


