Bluestem

COMMUNITY - CONSERVATION - CEMETERY

Friend,

In the days leading up to the Equinox, our weather went from 92 to
59 degrees! One day we were tossing off layers while shoveling,
the next day piling them back on while expanding the woodland
trail. With each passing season, we notice the way the land adapts
and evolves with the changing climate. The summer drought
delivered flecks of autumn color a bit earlier this year, hickory and
oak branches leaning a little lower, their leaves giving way to
shades of orange and brown. We pause our work and take in their
colors, intermingling with the purples and yellows of late-blooming
wildflowers — spotted bee balm, narrow-leaf sunflowers, even
some lingering echinacea. We lean into the breeze blowing a little
firmer and cooler these days. After a blistering summer, we are
nourished by these changes and reminded of the balancing act that
is Bluestem. Light and shadow. Stillness and movement. Grief and
joy. Loss and renewal.
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A special welcome to new Bluestem Families who are receiving this
newsletter for the first time. We are grateful for your loved one's decision to
become a part of this place. Their legacy supports the perpetual care and
protection of this living, generative landscape for pollinators, wildlife, and
people.

A burial crew helping to close a grave on the edge of the woods.

CARING AT BLUESTEM

Throughout the year, even on the hottest summer days, our faithful
Bluestem volunteers tend to this place and the people who arrive
here. Burial Crews show up for grieving families at a most difficult
moment in their lives. Tour Guides introduce newcomers to the
hiking network and burial areas. Citizen Scientists monitor the
plants and wildlife making their home here. And every Friday, Land
Stewards bring can-do attitudes to trail building, invasive removal,
equipment design and construction, and so much more. You are
the spirit of Bluestem, extending warmth, generosity, and presence
to everyone here.

We thank you.
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Interested in joining us? Reach out with your questions or sign up
for our weekly volunteer updates here.

Support Bluestem

A custombuilt casket at Bluestem.

ARRANGING DEATH CARE

When families choose a natural burial at Bluestem, prearranging for
death care and transportation is an equally important step of the
planning process. Families can build their own casket, turn a
personal quilt into a shroud, take part in caring for their loved one's
body, and craft their own burial service. If you are touring Bluestem,
ask to see samples of caskets and shrouds made by local makers.
Be sure to explore your options of funeral homes, and ask if your
funeral director is familiar with green burial. If not, we encourage
you to share our For Funeral Directors webpage, or connect them
with us for a tour. We keep a growing list of Service Providers on
our website, some of whom host Death Cafes and green burial
information sessions.
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Shakita Holloway sharing the necrosphere.

DIGGING INTO SOIL

So many living ecosystems support Bluestem’s resilient landscape!
This summer, friend and Environmental Educator Shakita Holloway
dug into the science of our vibrant underground ecosystem called
the necrosphere — a liminal layer beneath our feet that turns the
organic matter here into more soil and returns our elements to the
natural world. If you've ever said ‘I want to become a flower or a
tree when I die,” the necrosphere is your pathway! It is exactly
what happens with a natural burial at Bluestem. Learn more about
this important underground ecosystem on our Everyday
Conservation page.
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Everyday Conservation

SPYROINT =_cx

River otter residents in one of Bluestem’s creeks.

RIPARIAN RESIDENTS

Bluestem’s fields, forests, and even its stream buffers and creeks,
serve as refugia for wildlife and people alike. On every hike along the
Yellow Woodland Trail we learn something new about the creatures
and herps that make Bluestem’s riparian areas their home. With
coverboards, traps, wildlife cameras, and steady monitoring, Master
Naturalist students Heather Stafford and Kara Solomon have been
leading a year-long study of the herpetofauna that inhabit the nature
preserve. They've introduced us to turtles, toads, frogs, newts,
salamanders, snakes, raccoons, opossums, mice, squirrels, birds,
deer, a coyote, a skink, and even a family of river otters! All welcome
neighbors living alongside us.

Explore Bluestem
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Butterfly watchers on a guided tour with Jeff Pippen.

BUSY BEES, BIRDS,
& BUTTERFLIES

We counted 52 monarch butterflies in one of Bluestem’s pathways
last week! As prime pollinator season winds down, a hearty thanks to
our pollinator stewards — the many volunteers and citizen scientists
who track Bluestem's bird and butterfly activity, and also tend to the
habitats that support them. A shout out to Jeff Pippen, of

the Carolinas Butterfly Monitoring Program, the birders on eBird, as
well as to our very own Dorothy Gerard who has singlehandedly
monitored the 21 bluebird houses onsite. Bluestem has become a
pollinator oasis!

Do you, like us, love the birds? Care to help us take care of them?
If so, please get in touch.

Be a Bluebird Steward
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Campo, ready to accompany people and plants alike.

WELCOME CAMPO

We are delighted to formally welcome Campo Larrick (they/he) as
Bluestem’s intern this season -- joining us as part of their Spiritual
Care and Social Transformation program with the Earlham School
of Religion. Campo has been a steady presence at Bluestem,
serving on the burial crew, contributing to trail building, touring
newcomers and family members, and quietly sharing faithful
reflections. They are interested in exploring the lessons that being
with the land teaches us, especially through life’s difficult moments.
Campo invites interested volunteers and family members to reach
out with your Bluestem observations by email or to schedule a
quiet walk or visit onsite.

Connect with Campo
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A grassland gravesite regenerating.

FINDING GRAVESITES

At a Bluestem burial, the placement of the grave marker in the center
of the grave can be a final act. Or, families can choose to linger at the
gravesite, or wander the trails, or depart to share a meal together. All
are encouraged to return as often as they like to visit this land, a
living memorial to their loved one. With each visit, the land changes.
Trees grow, seeds germinate, soils settle, and gravesites are
reclaimed by the natural landscape. Visitors can now use_our Plot
Finder webpage to locate loved ones’ gravesites, as well as their
own reserved plots. Picking flowers from the fields to lay at
graves, or to take home, is welcome, but please do not clear
gravesites. Instead, plant in your loved one's honor at our next
Family Planting day.

Find a Plot

Bluestem's changing colors and big sky are nature's invitation to
come out for a visit this fall. Sign up for a walking or golf cart tour
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here, or check out the next Moon Walk and other upcoming
community events listed on our page here.

If you're out-and-about, find us at Endswell Funeral Home's new
location in October and the Death Faire in November.

Life too busy? Amble out for a walk through the fields and enjoy the
goldfinches’ chatter. Thank you for tending to this special place with
us.

Your Bluestem Stewards,
Katie, Lionel, Jeff and Heidi

PS. Have you heard the latest on our Wing of the Barn project?
Email Heidi for an onsite update.

Bluestem is a community supported nonprofit dedicated to nourishing
ecological stewardship, community service, and spiritual practice in shared
fellowship. Donations are tax deductible EIN: 86-2188559. We are grateful
for the creative minds and muscle of these important community members:
Carol, Laura, Tom, Karen, James, Jenny, Jackie, Dave, Al, Lynn, Andy R.,
Lionel, Betty, Mel, Noah, Ken, Kristin, Don, Angie, Ben, Michaela, Renee,
Courtney, Anne A., 2 Dorothy Gs, Katie M., RJ, D, Lara, Caleb, Landon,
Allen, Jennifer, Franzi, Seletha, Kathleen, Carl, Beth, Shenae, Ms. Carnetta,
Stan, Meredith, Heather, Rebecca, Annie, Claire, Grace B., Walter, Lee P.,
Lee W., 2 Ann Rs, Erica, Emily, Brenna, Cheko, Dorothy B., Hannah, Caitie,
Andy H. Emily-Kate, Liz, JC, Hannah, Liz, Sarah, Leo, John, Carolyn, Jeff
P., Sunshine, Hunter, Veronica, Sara, Hank, Ann W., Geri, Tom, Aimee,
Kelly, Bill, Dana, Katherine, Kari, Robin, Xaris, Ina, David, Marcia, Michele,
Catherine, Ed, Steven, Jon, KR, Kendall, Mary, Kallyn, Rachel W., Rachel
C. and Stacey, Nora, Melissa, Laura, Maisie, Edith, Jordan, Jo, Marie,
Lydia, Margot, Steve, Kara, Betsy, Dan, Stan, Elliott, John, Cameron,
Melinda, Sean, Danielle, Laura, Rebekah, Martin, Cameron, David, Cris,
André, Holly, Rich, Sharon, Gaby, Loren, Linda, Jeff P., Margaret, Kim,
Aurora, David, Cynthia and Grace H, Tuck, Marisa, and Monica, Kara,
Priscilla, Holly, Susan, Jennifer, Jacks, Jane, Ace, Bethany, Donna and
Jacob.

floXin
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1900 Hurdle Mills Road
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